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NERCWYS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING HELD IN THE SOAR       

CHAPEL SCHOOL ROOM  22nd JANUARY 2020 
 
 

PRESENT: Cllrs:   K. Bickerton (Chair), J. Price, P. Roberts, B. Roberts,  

C. Roberts, C. Oldfield, M. Morgan, C. Dawson, C. Thomas 
 

            County Cllr K. Hughes. 

 
1. APOLOGIES  -   NONE 

 
 

2. ATTENDANCE  -  28 Members of the public. 
 

 
 

3. CHAIR’S REMARKS & PROGRESS REPORT 
 

The Chair was pleased to see such a good attendance and welcomed 
everyone to the annual public meeting which was an opportunity for the 
people of Nercwys to express their views. Councillors introduced 
themselves to those present. Cllr Bickerton reported on the following 
achievements in the past year:  
 

 The council was managing 2019/2020 precept of £17,500 effectively, 
all bills paid, financial contributions to church burial ground, bowling 
club, Over 60s’ Club and Mold Community Hospital. 

 

 Defibrillator and signage established. Further CPR training sessions 
held in June with good attendance. 

 

 Litter Picks organised in May and November. Cleaning of village signs 
and refreshed planters. High viz vests and pickers bought. Over 40 
sacks collected with many unusual items (slot machine). 

 

 Resignation of Cllr P Gerrard prompted Casual Vacancy. Cllr Caroline 
Dawson co-opted September. 

 

 Bus Service – following withdrawal of contractor, Cllr C. Thomas and 
Ruth Cartwright attended NCC to update situation. New operator, P&O 
Lloyd, now operating service which has been monitored to ascertain 
local need. Further mid-afternoon service has been requested. 

 

 Planning Applications ongoing: Five Acre, Ty Melyn & Ty Hir. Current 
concern over Cae Newydd & Fur Seasons, planning applications 
pending. 
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 £5000 committed to FCC match funding scheme to provide new 
playground rides and upgrade original chain link fence and concrete 
posts, on health and safety grounds, no longer fit for purpose. First 
phase on main road completed in late summer. Application for further 
match funding submitted for 2020/2021.  

 

 No Summer Play scheme in 2019 due to high cost. No complaints, 
queries or comments received. 

 

 Parking issues Ael y Bryn and Ger y Pistyll - ongoing site meetings with 
FCC, highways and emergency services. 

 

 Community Speed Campaign suggested; Speed Watch idea but 
difficult to organise without volunteers. 

 

 Visit by Standards Committee member and subsequent report raised 
no criticisms or recommendations on conduct of meetings. Subsequent 
reports from other Community Councils noted for good practice. 

 

 Regular liaison with Street Scene (mostly Cllr Hughes) on continuing 
village issues. 

 

 Current urgent issue of kissing gates on village green. Cost to be 
ascertained – NCC to include in next year’s budget. 

 
 

4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 

The draft minutes of the meeting held 23rd January 2019, previously    
circulated, were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 
 

 
5. MATTERS ARISING  - All covered in the Chair’s report 

 
 

6. REQUESTS FOR FUNDING  were received from: 
 

o Parochial Church Council - donation towards churchyard 
maintenance. 

o Mr P Leach - £150 towards publication of Nercwys News.  
o Mold Community Hospital   
o Over 60s’ Club  
o Bowling Club 

 
These requests would be considered at the January meeting of the Council, 
within the restrictions of the precept, and would be paid at the April meeting. 
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7. CHAIR OPENS MEETING TO THE FLOOR 
 

 
1. Ty Melyn 

 
In reply to a resident’s query, Cllr Hughes expressed his frustration at the 
laborious process of this matter that had lasted for three years. No 
planning application had been received to date and the original 
enforcement notice had been withdrawn following the involvement of Mark 
Isherwood. A further enforcement notice was pending. 

 
 

2. Fur Seasons Pet Hotel 
 

The majority of members of the public had attended to protest and 
complain about the operation of Fur Seasons Pet Hotel, a dog day care 
centre, which was causing nuisance, anxiety and distress to many people 
living in the village. Many points were raised including: 

 

 The business has expanded rapidly and at times they keep in excess of 50 
dogs within the outbuildings of their property and then let the dogs run free 
in their field. 

 

 Installing new stock proof fencing within their fields and procuring a 
number of buses and ‘taxis’ to transport dogs from the surrounding areas 
into their premises indicates that the owners are insistent on the expansion 
of their business.  

 

 Constant barking from dogs at the property was annoying and has resulted 
in local residents having to close their windows and not being able to 
utilise their garden space, particularly during the summer months. 

 

 Unclear about dog waste collection. 
 

 Dogs were running around a field in the day which could lead to a safety 
issue if one escaped onto a road. 

 

 Having to declare severe noise pollution can lead to a massive loss of 
value to local housing prices. 

 

 Eight official complaints had been made by individual residents directly to 
Flintshire County Council. 

 

 Noise monitors could only be used from inside people’s houses, when the 
problem was most audible outside. 

 

 The premises were only licensed to board four dogs overnight. 
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 No planning application had been submitted to date for any of the works 
undertaken on site. 
 

 The owners were unresponsive and uncommunicative towards residents 
who had approached them. 

 
After deliberation by the Council, it was agreed that Cllr Hughes would consult 
Mr Farrow, Chief Officer, Planning, Environment and Economy, as soon as 
possible and present to him all these concerns, with a request for action. 
When the result of this was known, residents would be invited back to the 
ordinary meeting of the Council on Wednesday 29th January at 6.45 pm. The 
suggestion of a letter from the Council could then also be finalised. 
 

 
8. CHAIR’S CLOSING REMARKS 

 
The chair thanked everyone for their attendance and contributions and 
closed the meeting at 7.50 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
…………………………......................  Chair        20th January 2021 
 
 
 


