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NERCWYS COMMUNITY COUNCIL – CYNGOR CYMUNED NERCWYS 
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting held at Soar Chapel Schoolroom,  
Wednesday 6th February 2019 at 7.00 p.m. 

 
 
CHAIR: Cllr.  M. Morgan 
 
PRESENT:   Cllrs:    J. Price, B. Roberts, C. Roberts, C.Oldfield, 

            K. Bickerton, C. Thomas. 
 

     
IN ATTENDANCE:   County Cllr K. Hughes    Sue Lyth, Clerk 
              
 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: 0 
 
       

1. APOLOGIES:    Cllrs. P. Roberts, P. Gerrard. 
 
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Cllr K Bickerton declared an interest in 
Item 9, Budget Setting, as Secretary of St Mary’s Church Committee, who had 
requested a financial contribution towards the maintenance of the burial 
ground for the financial year 2019/20. 

 
 

 
3. ST MARY’S VOLUNTARY AIDED PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 
The Chair was pleased to welcome Mr Ian Roberts, Chair of the Governing 
Body of Nercwys School. Mr Roberts thanked members for their continued 
support of the school, with Cllr Bickerton and Cllr Hughes both on the 
Governing Body. Mr Roberts gave a background to the decision to form a 
federation with Nannerch School which followed a review by Flintshire County 
Council in 2015. Following a full consultation with parents and staff there was 
overwhelming favour for the federation to go ahead, according to the model 
endorsed by Welsh Assembly Government. The aim was to start the 
federation from the Summer Term this year. There was work to do on 
reducing the two governing bodies to one and staffing structures within the 
constraints of the separate budgets, which would be retained by each school. 
The threat of closure had therefore been lifted and it was anticipated that all 
children and staff would benefit from the merger. Comments followed and the 
Chair assured Mr Roberts of the Councils unwavering support as the scheme 
progressed. Mr Roberts was thanked for his update and the good wishes of 
the Council were extended for the future of both schools. 
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4. MINUTES OF THE  MEETING HELD 28th NOVEMBER 2018 
 

These were accepted as a correct record, signed and dated by the Chair. 
 

5. MATTERS ARISING 
 

 Litter Pick - This had taken place on 2nd December, when the inclement 
weather had resulted in a much lower attendance than the first pick of 
less than fifteen people. Nevertheless, many sacks of litter had been 
collected by Flintshire County Council who would need to be notified 
after any of the future clean ups planned for 2019. Cllr Hughes had 
kindly taken photos as a record of the pickers’ work. 
 

 Cllr Morgan had been contacted by an officer from Scottish Power 
about permission to cut back certain trees by the village green. As the 
council did not own the trees the officer was referred back to Flintshire 
County Council to try and determine ownership and permission. There 
was discussion about the history of the village green and its ownership, 
taken to be Flintshire County Council and certainly not Nercwys 
Community Council. 

    
 

6. CORRESPONDENCE:   
 

 Summer Play Scheme - A letter from Flintshire County Council had 
announced the cost of three weeks as £1,373.00. Attendance figures for 
the last three years had been circulated and scrutinized by members.  
Discussion ensued on the viability of financing the event at such a high 
cost for a relatively small number of children for a short time. The 
possibility of amalgamation with local schemes was discussed and 
discarded as it was thought that children should have the choice of 
attending any of the schemes in Flintshire if they so wished. A vote was 
taken and it was agreed unanimously not to fund the scheme for 2019. 
However, any observations or suggestions from residents would be 
considered by the council in considering funding for 2020. The Clerk would 
formally notify the Chief Officer for Play of the council’s decision. 
 

 Standards Committee – A letter from the Chief Governance Officer was 
received following the visit of an independent member of the Standards 
Committee last year. Councillors studied the findings and minor procedural 
points made and found the feedback useful, if not relevant to this council. 

 
7. ISSUES FROM PUBLIC MEETING HELD 23RD JANUARY 2019. 

 
 Car Parking, Ael Y Bryn and Ger Y Pistyll - Cllr Morgan had been in 

contact with residents of Ger Y Pistyll and a meeting was arranged for 
7th February at 7pm between councillors and residents to try and 
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resolve ongoing concerns. The additional problem of bin collection 
would also be discussed there. 
 

 Bus Service – Concerns had been raised about the future of the two 
services, 40 and 63. Cllr Hughes agreed to consult Ruth Cartwright 
who would be invited to the next meeting to update members. Cllr C. 
Roberts was monitoring the situation. 

 

 Speeding – Cllr Hughes had approached Inspector Whibberly about a 
Community Speed Campaign and Cllr Morgan had read the associated 
pack, commenting on the amount of work involved. She had emailed 
the resident who had raised the issue and was awaiting a reply. 

 
 

8. MATCH FUNDING FOR PLAY GROUND EQUIPMENT 
 

Proposals had been circulated for new rides and replacements. There was 
deliberation on the suggested works. The Clerk had arranged a site meeting 
with Mr Richard Roberts at the play ground on Wednesday 13th February at 
11.am. Any councillor who was available was welcome to attend and the 
outcome would be reported back to the February meeting for endorsement 
and confirmation of cost. 

 
 

9. BUDGET SETTING AND PRECEPT FOR  2019-2020 
 
Cllr Bickerton, having declared an interest, left the room. 

 
There were three applications for grants: 

 

 St Mary’s Church, maintenance of church burial ground - £1500. 

 Nercwys News, production of quarterly newsletter - £150. 

 Mold Community Hospital - £100. 
 
These were all agreed unanimously and would be paid at the April meeting. 
 

The Clerk, as Responsible Financial Officer, presented the draft Budget 
Statement for 2019/ 2020. A table showing actual expenditure for 2018/19 with a 
forecast for the next financial was scrutinized and each item approved. The 
precept was agreed by all members and set at £17,500, an increase of only £500 
or 3.4%. This amount was simply to cover general cost of living increases; 
costing each household £1.87 per year. The Chair and the Clerk signed the 
Precept Declaration form for return to Flintshire County Council.  

 
10.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS:   

 
o 059381 South View 
o 059390 Long Barn, Waen Farm 
o 059425 Fyfield, Fford Y Pentre 
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These had been returned to Planning with the relevant associated 
comments. Overall, there was support for the applications. 

 
 The notice had been served in December on the owner of Ty Melyn 

who had until mid-April to remove the building. 
 

 
11.  COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT  

 
Cllr Hughes reported on the delegation of County Councillors to the Welsh 

Assembly Government, the previous day, to consider the serious shortfall in 

financial allocation for Flintshire. An agreement was reached with the Minister 

towards ascertaining a new formula for next year. Flintshire County Council  

would shortly be setting the budget for 2019/20, but it was inevitable there 

would be a substantial rise in Council Tax. It was envisaged that many 

councillors would be in opposition and not vote for the rise. It was noted that 

there was serious financial hardship in many parts of the county, with 

approaches to food banks at record levels. 

 
12.  COMMUNITY COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS  

 

 The planter donated by AP Fencing had been donated and delivered to 

Soar Chapel yard, courtesy of the Council. 

 

 Cllr Price announced that Nercwys W.I. was organising its own litter 

pick in March. Use of the high viz vests and pickers purchased by the 

Council was offered. 

 

13.  FINANCE 
 

 At  31st January: Current A/C  £6673.21  Reserve A/C £3267.19 

 

 

The Chair closed the meeting at 8.45 pm. 

 
 
...............................................................   Chairman   27.02.2019. 
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Bills for Payment 

 

Payee Amount Cheque No. 

Clerk’s salary & expenses Jan £407.20 1192 

E-ON Electricity £80.24 1193 

Deeco Lighting quarterly charge £275.35 1194 

Mr J Caruana, Grass cutting £280.00 1195 

 

 


