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NERCWYS COMMUNITY COUNCIL – CYNGOR CYMUNED NERCWYS 
 
Minutes of the Meeting held at Soar Chapel Schoolroom, Wednesday 30 June 2010 at 7.00p.m. 
 
CHAIR:   Cllr: Mr Paul Roberts 
 
PRESENT:  Cllrs: C. Thomas, P. Gerrard, J. Price,  

D. Williams, B. Roberts, N. Evans, G. Smith  
County Cllr N. Matthews. 

 
   Sarah Jones, Footpath Officer, Cadwyn Clwyd 
 
APOLOGIES:   PC Gary Aldous,  

Cllr. H. Nicholls. 
 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: 5 
 
PUBLIC SESSION 
 
Peter Leach hoped everyone enjoyed the show. He offered to do a presentation at the next meeting 
about Community Renewable Energy Projects. 
 
Mr Clark of the Pentrehobyn estate, explained why the Terrig Way proposal, a footpath from Coed 
Talon to Mold along the disused railway line, was not feasible. There were Health and Safety issues 
because it crossed land used for shooting and cattle. Sarah Jones, the Cadwyn Clwyd Footpaths 
Officer explained that they had not known about the shooting when the Terrig Way was proposed 
and the proposal had now been quashed. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None. 
 
POLICE ISSUES 
PC Gary Aldous sent a report, as he was unable to attend. He said that there have been a couple of 
thefts of diesel in the area to date; it is a growing problem throughout the country.  There were no 
other crimes of note in the area. 
 
CHAIR’S REPORT 
The village fair was successful. The community council had launched the village plan and had a bike 
there to promote the bikes. 
 
The chair thanked Cllr. Gerrard for moving the bike shed. 
 
Cllr. Thomas and the chair went to the OVW AGM where they were trying to encourage councillors 
to go on courses. 
 
The chair attended the NADRA meeting where there was an interesting talk on energy saving. 
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NERCWYS COMMUNITY HERITAGE TRAIL 
Sarah Jones was welcomed by the chair. 
 
Sarah Jones proposed that the village has a circular heritage trail, which would use existing 
footpaths, beginning and ending in the village. There would be an interpretation board, which would 
highlight the history of the village, containing a map of the walk and numbered points of interest 
with bilingual information on each. Points of interest in the area that might be included are the 
stone stiles, church, the gates of Leeswood Hall (which are now at Tower), the folly, Nercwys Hall, 
Plas Fynnon and the cheese factory. 
 
The interpretation board might also suggest where the walk can be extended, so that people can go 
for a longer walk. 
 
Cadwyn Clwyd is the Rural Development Agency for Flintshire and Denbighshire and it receives 
funding form WAG and EU. Sarah Jones’s post was set up to get Flintshire to take up the money that 
was available; she has a budget to spend in rural areas of Flintshire. This money has to be spent by 
March 2011. 
 
The trail would cost between £2000 and £3000, 70% of which would be funded by Cadwyn Clwyd. 
The community council would need to find or raise between £600 and £900. The project could either 
be project managed by Sarah Jones or the community council.  
 
The community council could choose the route and could also have waymark disks and leaflets for 
the walk if they wished. It would also be possible to have just an interpretation board to give 
information on the history of the village and items of interest without a walk. 
 
The meeting was adjourned for questions. 
 
Cllr. Smith said that she had tried to walk the footpath by Ty Terrig and it had been impassable. 
Sarah Jones said that problems with footpaths needed to be reported to the FCC Rights of Way 
officer, Jon Hill as he couldn’t sort the problems out unless he knew about them. 
 
The meeting was reconvened at 8.07pm. 
 
It was proposed that the community council go ahead with an interpretation board and possibly a 
trail. 
Proposed: Cllr. Evans   Seconded: Cllr. Williams 
There was a unanimous vote for the proposal. 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING – 26th MAY 2010 
The Minutes were adopted as a true and correct record and signed by the Chair. 
Proposed: Cllr. Brian Roberts  Seconded: Cllr. Jean Price 
 
MATTERS ARISING 
Senior Citizens Trip Eighteen people had put their names down for the Bridgmere Garden Centre 
trip. 
Neighbourhood Watch Sign The sign had been replaced, but a mess had been left and the old sign 
had not been taken away. 
Notice Boards The clerk had got through to Steve Tidswell’s home number and he was phoning back 
about the notice boards. 



 

3 
 

Streetlights The chair had talked to Mr Dennahey and he did not want the mess of a streetlight by 
his property. The chair said that it was time to look for an alternative site for the streetlight.  
Gate The gate is now in place. Tracy Horrigan had thanked the council for the gate. 
 
 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
County Cllr. Matthews said that there was currently not enough money to fill all the potholes. Grants 
tended to be allocated to specific projects and only for a fixed number of years. The money received 
depends on the numbers on the electoral register, so if people do not register, the council does not 
receive money for them. She said that if money was on offer from Cadwyn Clwyd, the community 
council should take it. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 

a. FCC Civic Sunday - Invitation to Chair. Chair unable to attend. 
b. Clwyd Community Chest AGM – noted. 
c. OVW 2010 Conference and AGM - noted 
d. OVW – AGM Wrexham/Flint Area Committee – attended by chair and Cllr. Thomas 
e. Strategy for Flintshire Libraries - circulated 
f. FCC – Withdrawal of Mobile Office Service. County Cllr. Matthews said that she had been on 

the mobile office when there had not been anyone using it. The services can be accessed via 
the internet or by contacting FCC. 

g. Aviva Insurance Documents – filed. 
h. FCC Planning Division Letter – agreed to invite Planning to speak at October or November 

meeting for half an hour only. 
i. SLCC Training in Cardiff – noted. 
j. OVW National Training Programme for Community & Town Councils in Wales – circulated so 

councillors can decide which training they require. 
k. NSPCC – sponsored walk, request for donation 
l. Delyn Women’s Aid – thank you for donation – filed. 
m. AON – checking we weren’t renewing with Allianz – noted. 
n. FCC Summer Play Scheme – Indoor provision form to fill in. Clerk to contact Tracy Horrigan. 
o. WAG – Local Authorities Byelaws in Wales – Consultation Paper – circulated. 
p. Wrexham RDA – request for donation – filed. 
q. Lorna Jenner – Cadwyn Clwyd – Discover Nercwys booklet. Grant received for production of 

booklet. 
r. Flintshire Local Access Forum – noted. 

 

ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 
The clerk said that she had received an email about the new procedure for audit. This may involve 
having some extra meetings between the July and September meetings. 
 
The questions in the Annual Governance Statement were read out and the answers completed. The 
only issue to which ‘No’ was replied was that of an adequate risk assessment. The risk assessment 
will be put on the agenda of the next meeting. The clerk aimed to have the accounts with the 
internal auditor by the end of the week. 
 
COUNCILLORS GROUP LEGAL PROTECTION 
The clerk had clarified what the Councillors Group Legal Protection insurance was for with Came and 
Co. They said that the purpose of the insurance was to meet legal costs in the event that the Council 
or a councillor received a written complaint regarding a breach of the Code of Conduct.  
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The clerk had also asked Aon whether the previous Allianz policy included this cover. They confirmed 
that Allianz do not offer this cover as the Standards Committee is not a court of law and no legal or 
other costs are involved. 
 
It was resolved that the council would not take out Councillors Group Legal Protection. 
 
BIKES 
The bike shed had been moved successfully from behind the White Lion to the children’s 
playground. One Planet Adventure serviced the bikes on Thursday 17th June, but the servicing 
contract had now expired. In the current year, the bike insurance cost £529.98 and the servicing 
contract had cost £240 per year. 
 
It was resolved that the bikes should be promoted by the community council and bike usage would 
be monitored for a year to see how well they were used and then a decision would be made on 
whether or not to keep them. The original purpose of the bikes was to promote exercise and healthy 
adults, but it was decided that children should be allowed to use the bikes as long as they were with 
an adult. 
 
Cllr. Brian Roberts proposed a leaflet drop to all the houses in Nercwys to promote the bikes. This 
was seconded by Cllr. Gerrard. Cllr. Williams will draft a leaflet including contact details of the key 
holders and times at which they can be contacted. Cllr. Williams agreed to draft the bike leaflet. 
 
It was agreed that the new key holders would be the Chair and Cllr. Williams. 
 
 
SCHOOL WATER 
Cllr. Williams said that the head had requested that the community council continue to fund the 
water filter/cooler in the school in this and future years. The tap water in the school was not fit to 
drink because of the age of the building. The cost of the water filter/cooler was £200 per year. The 
motion was proposed by Cllr. Williams and seconded by Cllr. Thomas. There was a unanimous vote 
for the proposal. The money will come out of the reserve for the current year and will be put in the 
budget in future years.  
 
VILLAGE PLAN 
There had been a range of suggestions at the village fair, some of which were within the remit of the 
community council and some that were not. Cllr. Thomas suggested that the Village Plan be put on 
the agenda every 3-6 months. 
 
 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

a. KYT/047208 Hillcrest, Ffordd Pen Y Bryn – amended plans showing alteration to car parking 
arrangement. The community council supported the amendment: support [4], no objection 
[2]. The clerk had received a letter from the Planning Department informing them that 
councillors could register a request to speak at a Planning and Development Control 
Committee meeting on the application. No councillors wished to do this. 

b. KYT/047302 –Long Barn. Notification of Planning Approval 
c. CZR/047218 – Trefrwd Farm. Notification of Planning Approval 
d. KYT/047274 – Old Gelli Farm. Notification of Planning Refusal. Councillors requested that a 

letter be written to FCC Planning Department asking on what grounds the planning had been 
refused as the community council had supported the application. 
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ACTION PLAN 
Streetlight The place where a new streetlight would benefit most people would be close to 
Haybourne. Mike and Helen Davies-Cooke will be approached to see if they would consider having a 
streetlight sited at the end of their garden.  
Play Provision Cllr. Williams is looking at grants. 
Peter, the handyman, is currently re-staining the wooden sign on the Village Green. 
 
FINANCES 
The first instalment of the precept had been received - £4,542.66. 
The current account will stand at £1,912.97 after this month’s cheques have cleared. 
The reserve account stands at £4,474.59. 
 
 
BILLS FOR PAYMENT 
 

Clerk’s Salary – June   £237.38 

Clerk’s Expenses June and S7 payment  £67.70 

 
 
The meeting closed at 9.35pm 
 
 
................................................................... Chairman Paul Roberts. 28.07.2010 
 
 
 


